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FEDtRAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Date 4/11/88 



n* ■ „ Hcv : BERNARD SOO TT LEE, 334 Auburn Avenue, Atlanta * 
Georgia, was interviewed at the Police Department, Memphis ? 
Tennessee, in the presence of Lt. TOM MARSHALL, Homicide ? 
Bureau, Memphis Police Department. Rev. LEE voluntarily 
furnished the following information; 

. .. R f v * LEK stated that ho cam© to Memphis on April 3, 
I? 6 !* " lth D f‘ MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., and had been staying 
in M ° tel 1 8lnc ? arrival . He was registered ■ 

£" d waa alono ln that room. He advised that 

Dr. KING was registered in Hoorn 306 with Roy. ABERNATHY, and 

his^unit° m WaS immediately above his and one door south of 

of their rZZXi hJ5 stated that he and Br. KING and all members 
dav dl as i 7 A around lho Lorraine Motel most of the 

Ke adv ^ 8ed that ho dressed for dinner and left his 

co^rt rlrd Tf a BP r8xi “ a j o3 y 5 ^5 to 5:50 P.M, and went'to th© ■ 
court yard of the Lorraine Motel where he joined other 

.embers of the, staff of the Southern Chriot?«n ieaderuhtp 

that e J?lT> <SCLC) Jed local community people. LEE .tated at 
?? standing about three feet from. the steps 

floor 0 of°[h h eR ? th ° court y® rd ^ich led to the second 
hi® 4 J 6 BiOt0l » 110 aa4d he saw Dr. KING come out of 

on tb^ Li a ^f ox4niatel y 6:00 P.M. and Dr. KING walked out 

' that tiJi h?“ y J? <? ° f t?)at roOBS “ Hev * LE2 stated about, 
tnat time his attention wan directed to two female workers 

SSS a .: n S° WB j; Wh ° Wer ° foUowln S °ue of the staff cats of* 

CLC as they drove into the Lorraine Motel. Hs said as he 

that 1 ??© sL?“cJ heB f indivlduals < »>e heard a shot and knows 
liir’lt* camefrom across the street in front of Dr. 

LEE said ho J + / OUld b ° comln ^ *rom the west. Rev. 

LEE said he immediately realized that this was not a fire- 

?”<>. *»« « »« a-ohot from . bleu caliber rifle! 
based this on his experience in the U. 8 Air 
Three and pointed out that he has fired the m- 2 cafbiio as 
ih, tbo " 22 f ailb0r rifle. Ho said he immediately knew 
rlfl thi ® was a blast from a shotgun but from a high caliber 

ifle * R0V * LEE stated he immediately looked toward the 
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buildings which were to the west of him but said he did not 
see anyone in any of the windows of these buildings who could! 
have i Ired that shot.- He said he only recalls seeing some 

Tl!**!?? 110 * officers * ho had shotguns but knew at the time 

this shot was not from a shotgun but from a high caliber 

said he turned and looked at Dr. KING and saw 
^hat he mad fallen back and was lying on the floor of the 
balcony. He said he belierved that he saw Dr. KING'S hands 
leave the railing of the balcony and that this indicated to 
i tha.. Dr. KING was leaning over the balcony rail at the 
time of the shooting. Rev . LEE said Sic saw Rev. YOUNG 
running up the steps which were on the north end of the motel 
leading up to the second floor, and he immediately started 
, where Dr. KING was, following behind Rev. YOUNG. He said 
when he reached Dr. XING, Dr. RING was lying on the balcony 
^oor m a large pool of blood. He advised that he could 

^ n wr J!. bU i let had t0rfI out a sacAi - 0 ^ of the right side 
o- Dr. KING s face between the high cheek bone and the 

lower bone of the Jaw. Rev. LEE said he immediately asked one 
of t.ie police officers who had rushed to Dr. KING to call an 
ambulance and he said an ambulance appeared on the scene 
shortly thereafter. 

4 ^ Rev * pointed out that he only heard one shot and 

• Ai3 the positive opinion that this shot came from a high 
powered rifle and definitely not any type of a 3 hotgun, °He 
advised^ he did not see anyone fleeing the area around the 
mote * wno might have any connection with the person who shot 
Dr. KING and stated that at the time of the shooting he did not 
see anyone on the balcony of the motel with Dr. KING. 

, , Rev * LEE continued by advising that the only in- 
dividuals he can identify by name who were in the court yard 
oi the Lorraine Motel at ihe time of the shooting were Rev. 

YGl,NG » Att °rney CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE, and Mr. SOLOMON 
stated that there were other individuals 
£t ..he motel at the time of the shooting but he cannot 
identify them by name. Rev. LEE stated that Rev. ABERNATHY 
was in Room 306 at the time of the shooting and was probably 
5 lrSt P* TSon to arrive at Dr. KING'S side after the 
s oofing, ^ Rev. LEE stated that when he arrived at the place i 
Therej Dr. KING was lying. Dr. KING was unconscious but did 
attempt to make some sounds which be could not understand. 5 
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responsiblJ e for L fhooting 0 Dr th KING S aSd S sald 1 h ea * h ° iS 

at the tine of the shooting 'whl^h iSihf l Z noticed nothing 
this Individual 0 He Mitefated thl**!?* b ° ° f ValUS to identify 
**• KING at the time hi Jas shot buJ laJT I!?* 1 ?° king at 
of the court yard around the Iot2?° *? the area 

are all of the facts that he catcall a* ^ thess 

regarding the shooting of Dr KTW^.nH*!! 4 th ? resont time 
immediately after the shooting,/ th ® e¥ents whlch happened 









